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COURAGEOUS TIMES 
 

COMMUNITY AWARENESS 
Standing Courageous, INC. is 

excited to announce that we will 

be hosting our first community 

awareness event. This will be the 

first event of its kind and it is 

something that we look forward to 

hosting every year. 

The event will take place 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

from 4:00pm - 8:00pm. It will be 

held at the Ward Pavilion, in the 

Wildwood Metro Park. The 

address is 4830 W. Central 

Avenue, 

Toledo, 

Ohio 

43615. 

Standing Courageous got the 

idea of hosting an awareness event 

to bring a positive light on 

community involvement. If we 

are aware and attentive to our 

surroundings we can work 

together and make changes on 

the violence epidemic that 

surrounds us. 

Too often we tend to be 

silent and not willing to address 

the violence that is going on 

around us. One of our own Board 

members, Kelly Keiser, has even 

said, “If my sister would not have 

been shot by her ex-husband I 

never would have gotten involved 

with Standing Courageous. There 

is so much more to my story as a 

family member, but by joining 

this organization my eyes have 

opened to how silent the majority 

of us are when it comes to 

violence to others, whether it is 

domestic or random.”  

Our goal is to bring our 

communities together, share 

resources, and create an 

engaging atmosphere where 

everyone can feel comfortable 

asking 

questions 

and 

hopefully 

learn something new. 

We will have various 

vendors and organizations at 

the event. We encourage 

everyone to join us as we will also 

have key note speakers 

throughout the event as well. 

There is no cost to attend the 

event. If you have any questions 

or would like to rent a booth, 

please contact Kelly at 

kelly@standingcourageous.com 

We look forward to seeing 

you there! 
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A DAY WITHOUT VIOLENCE 
Calendar Contest 

The Toledo Area Council of the 

International Reading Association 

and Standing Courageous, INC. 

hosted the “A Day Without Violence” 

calendar contest last month. Since 

October is known for having a 

“Domestic Violence” week, the idea 

was proposed to have elementary, 

middle school, and high school aged 

students create art to support a 

positive statement of peace.  

Julie Greenberg, an elementary 

teacher and newer Board member 

with Standing Courageous, INC., 

proposed the idea to get K-12 

students involved. With the support 

of Todd Curtis, the contest has 

reached 3 counties! 

To enter the contest, students had 

to create an original piece of artwork 

in the form of a drawing or poem. 

The only requirement was that the 

artwork had to be positive in order to 

be considered.  

The top 25 pieces of art will be 

displayed at the Community 

Awareness Event, Ce the Light, 

December 1, 2016 at the Ward 

Pavilion. The Toledo -Lucas County 

Public Library is also planning on 

displaying the top 25 pieces of 

artwork in a gallery at the Main 

Branch Children’s Library in March 

2017.   

The top artwork will be made into 

a calendar that can be purchased at 

the Ce the Light Community 

Awareness Event as well. Harbor 

Behavioral Health is sponsoring to 

help offset cost of printing calendars. 

It is important to remember that 

children, especially teenagers are 

susceptible to violence. Teen dating 

has some alarming statistics that you 

may not be aware of. 

Please see statistics below: 

 40% of teenage girls 
age 14-17 report 
knowing someone their 
age who has been hit or 
beaten by a boyfriend, 

 20% of female high 
school students have 
reported being 
physically or sexually 
abused by a dating 
partner. 

 Physical aggression 
occurs in 1 in 3 teen 
dating relationships. 
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Erie County Domestic Violence 

Conference 

Todd and Paula attended this conference on 

October 26 at the BGSU Firelands Campus. They 

presented, “Domestic Violence: The Incident, The 

Victim, and The Abuser”. In attendance were people 

from multiple disciplines. There were advocates, 

prosecutors, health officials, law enforcement, and 

victim assistants. There were approximately fifty 

people in the training.  

Wood County Prosecutor’s Law 

Enforcement Seminar 

Paula spoke at the Stone Ridge Golf Club on the 

morning of October 26. This event included high 

ranking law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and 

judges. She shared her story of domestic violence and 

information regarding the Ohio Violent Offender 

Registry. The information was very well received and 

it seems like we are gaining more backing with the 

Violent Offender Registry. 

You intended to harm me, 

but God intended it for good 

to accomplish what is now being   

done, the saving of many lives. 

Genesis 50:20 
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MEET JULIE GREENBERG 

 Julie Greenberg, M.Ed. is one of 

our newest Board members. Julie 

has been an awesome addition to 

our Board and did an amazing job 

with the “Day Without Violence” 

calendar contest. She is a multi-

disciplined educator with 

experience in the fields of Special 

Education, Curriculum and Instruction for Literacy 

and Speech/Language Pathology.  Julie received a 

national first place award for local community 

service in 2015. Her recently published article in 

Reading Today shares her vision for community 

outreach and collaboration with non-profits. 

Julie spoke at the 2016 Kent State/Youngstown/ 

OCIRA conference about domestic violence 

awareness and community outreach for 

professional organizations.  She serves on the 

Board of Directors for the Ohio Council of the 

International Literacy Association and is Regional 

Director/Team Leader for the Teachers' Choices 

Award for Ohio and Michigan. With that 

opportunity, she has received hundreds 

of brand new children’s books to give to 

areas of need including domestic 

violence shelters and Toledo Municipal 

Court’s Kids Space. Julie is interested in 

community awareness projects to shed 

light on domestic violence and is 

concerned about common 

misconceptions about DV as she expresses that it is 

“not a lover-quarrel, it’s about power and control.” 

She hopes to reach out to the needs of children of 

domestic violence and advocating for change in 

Ohio legislation to better protect women’s 

privacy/transition when relocating after leaving the 

domestic violence relationship. 

Julie is a Reading and K-2 Intervention 

Specialist at Coy Elementary, Oregon City Schools. 

She is currently recognized by the University of 

Toledo’s College of Education’s JHCOE Student 

Showcase    

http://www.utoledo.edu/education/student_affairs

/showcase.html 

 

 

EXCITING NEWS 

Standing Courageous, INC. is 

starting a coalition. We are still in 

the process of naming the 

coalition, but we are excited to 

announce that we are in the 

beginning stages of formation. 

This coalition will go along with 

our eagerness to have a Violent 

Offender Registry in Ohio. 

The coalition will be open to 

the public that want to help us 

push forward. We aim to raise 

awareness and educate our 

communities on the violence 

epidemic.  

We want to challenge our 

communities to strive for legal, 

political, and social changes. We 

want to educate individuals on 

personal accountability, 

community engagement, and safe 

interventions. 

We believe all men, women, 

and children have the right to live 

violence free lives. 

In the coming months we will 

have more information on the 

coalition and how you can join if 

you are interested. As always, 

thank you for your continued 

support in making our 

communities safer. 

This is just the beginning… 
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It is the Mission of Standing Courageous, INC. to provide awareness and education of 

interpersonal violence and violent offenders. We also strive to work with community leaders and 

partners to provide systemic, political, and social change. 


